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V.        DID SIN (THE FALL) DESTROY THE IMAGE OF GOD IN MAN? 
 

Certainly the basic nature of man was affected.  When man sinned, he lost his relationship with God and his 

standing of righteousness.  Man’s nature was corrupted by the fall, the image of God (in theology, called the 

“Imago Dei”) in man was marred or obscured due to the effects of sin. 
 

However, Genesis 9:6, quoted below, dated after the sin and fall of man in the garden of Eden, still indicates that 

even though man is sinful and commits murder, it is an act of sin because man is made in the image of God. 
 

In other words, God still regards man in his sinful state as being made in the image of God.  Man still remains 

“human” in his sin. 
 

Whoever sheds the blood of man, by man shall his blood be shed; for in the image of God has God made man.  

Genesis 9:6 
 

With the tongue we praise our Lord and Father, and with it we curse men, who have been made in God’s 

likeness.  James 3:9 
 

In Christ, as we yield to Him, we progressively recover God’s image in our lives. 
 

Do not lie to each other, since you have taken off your old self with its practices and have put on the new self, 

which is being renewed in knowledge in the image of its Creator.  

Colossians 3:9, 10 
 

And we, who with unveiled faces all reflect the Lord’s glory, are being transformed into his likeness with ever-

increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit.   

2 Corinthians 3:18 
 

When Jesus returns, we will have the complete image of God restored back and will bear it as God 

intended in the beginning.  (Note: Man will NOT Become God or a god.) 
 

For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his Son, that he might be the 

firstborn among many brothers.  Romans 8:29   
 

And just as we have borne the likeness of the earthly man, so shall we bear the likeness of the man from heaven.  

1 Corinthians 15:49 
 

Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been made known.  

 

But we know that when he appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is.   

1 John 3:2 

 

Who best imaged God? 
 

Jesus Christ! 
 

No-one has ever seen God, but God the One and Only, who is at the Father’s side, has made him known.  John 

1:18 
  

The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of his being, sustaining all things by his 

powerful word. After he had provided purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in 

heaven.  Hebrews 1:3 
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VI.      HOW DID SIN (THE FALL) AFFECT MAN AND HIS RELATIONSHIP TO GOD? 
 

What is sin? 
 

Traditionally, sin has been defined as “breaking God’s law.” 
 

Another definition has been derived from the meaning of one of the New Testament words for sin: hamartia, 

which is traditionally defined as “missing or falling short of the objective or mark.” 
 

Another overarching or broadly based concept is to see that the essence of sin is rooted in _______________.  
 

Scripture is replete with warnings about idolatry: 
 

A quick Bible search reveals at least 119 verses containing the word “idol.” 
 

The first two commands of the Ten Commandments directly address idolatry: 
 

“You shall have no other gods before me.”  Exodus 20:3 
 

You shall not make for yourself an idol in the form of anything in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the 

waters below.  Exodus 20:4 
   

The tenth commandment could also be addressing the issue of idolatry when it states: 
  

“You shall not covet your neighbour’s house. You shall not covet your neighbour’s wife, or his manservant or 

maidservant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbour.” Exodus 20:17 
 

Another verse containing warning or pointing against idolatry is: 
 

For all the gods of the nations are idols, but the LORD made the heavens. 1 Chronicles 16:26 
 

Idolatry reverses God’s intended order – which is for man to worship God and to rule over things.  In idolatry, 

man lives for himself, his own advancement, material possessions, and the like.  
 

Idolatry is man worshipping _______________ instead of _______________. 
 

Man will either worship and serve God or some created object – there is no in between. 
 

A passage in Romans 1 reveals the relationship between the fall, sin, and idolatry: 
 

The results of turning to idols:  
 

1. _______________ - they became servants of created things instead of ruling over creation 
 

… and worshipped and served created things rather than the Creator…  Romans 1:25   
 

2. _______________ 
 

 …but their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were darkened.  Romans 1:21 
 

3. A Dulled Intellect and a Depraved Mind 
 

In theological terms, this is called the “noetic” effects of sin. (from Greek noētikos, from noein to think, from 

nous the mind) 
 

Although they claimed to be wise, they became fools and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images 

made to look like mortal man and birds and animals and reptiles.  

Romans 1:22, 23 
 

Furthermore, since they did not think it worth while to retain the knowledge of God, he gave them over to a 

depraved mind, to do what ought not to be done.  Romans 1:28 
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VII.    HOW DID THE SERPENT LEAD ADAM AND EVE TO SIN AGAINST GOD? 
 

1.  A Questioning or Denial of God’s Truthfulness – His Word.  
 

Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the LORD God had made. He said to the 

woman, “Did God really say, ‘You must not eat from any tree in the garden’?”  Genesis 3:1 
 

2.  Questioning God’s Goodness by Insinuating God was Actually Restrictive. 
 

Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the LORD God had made.  He said to the 

woman, “Did God really say, ‘You must not eat from any tree in the garden’?”  Genesis 3:1 
 

3.  By Offering a False Sense of Autonomy. 
 

“For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good 

and evil.”  Genesis 3:5 
 

4.  By Appealing to a Selfish Potential. 
 

When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye, and also 

desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also gave some to her husband, who was with 

her, and he ate it.  Genesis 3:6 
 

 Fleshly appeal for meeting a need for sustenance: 

She saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food 

 Appealing to aesthetic pleasures outside of God: 

She saw the fruit was pleasing to the eye 

 Appealing to intellectual advancement and pride thereby: 

She saw the fruit was desirable for gaining wisdom 
 

We note that the woman answered the serpent’s queries correctly, but went on to UNDERSTATE and 

OVERSTATE God’s word: 
 

UNDERSTATEMENT:  She did not repeat God’s complete statement that they could eat from    

ANY tree in the garden with the exception of the one tree. 

           OVERSTATEMENT: She claimed that God had forbidden them even to TOUCH the tree of the knowledge of 

good and evil. 
 

She was deceived. 
 

Adam chose to follow his wife rather than obey God. 
 

THESE ARE THE SAME THREE TEMPTATIONS THAT JESUS WAS FACED WITH IN THE 

WILDERNESS.  THEY ARE ALSO IDENTIFIED IN THE BOOK OF 1 JOHN: 
 

For everything in the world—the cravings of sinful man, the lust of his eyes and the boasting of what he has and 

does—comes not from the Father but from the world. 1 John 1:16 
 

Some of the Results of the Fall: 
 

1. We “de-God” God.  Man began to be in the place of setting his own directives rather than following God’s 

directives. 

2. Exchanged God’s glory for worthless idols, which included his own deluded intellect. 

3. Man lost his relationship and righteousness with God and came under His wrath. 

4. Adam’s sin and sinful nature was passed to the whole human race. 

5. Curses were pronounced on: 

a. Adam 

b. Eve 
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c. The Serpent 

6. Man became subject to the: 

d. _______________ of Sin – eternal separation from God and eternal judgment  

e. _______________ of Sin – which brings death 

f. _______________ of Sin –  his thoughts became only evil continually  (Genesis 6:5) 

7. The Fall reversed God’s established order: 

Instead of:  God - Man - Creation 

It became:  Creation – Humanity – God 

 

 
 

VIII.  THE PRACTICAL “TAKE-AWAY” – APPLYING THE TRUTH 
 

Man is created in God’s image – thus all men and women, no matter their status in life, race, gender, age, health; 

born or unborn; are valuable, loved by God, and should be loved and respected by man. 
 

Sin marred the image of God in man – he is still God’s image bearer – man can still do good, but man cannot do 

anything of spiritual good – he cannot attain to the righteousness of God in his own effort. 
 

As believers we strive to be more like Jesus in our lives – to glorify God in and through our lives….to project the 

love and goodness, grace and power, of God to all mankind - to bear the image of Christ. 
 

As Christians, we need to ask ourselves, “What am I preaching, projecting, and saying with my life.  Whose 

image am I portraying?” 
 

The devil deceived Eve into making autonomous choices outside of God’s direction. 

Much of sin is couched within this display of essential idolatry. 
 

This concept is valuable for witnessing to the postmodern generation. 
 

Adam made a willful choice to sin, and death and eternal judgment passed onto all mankind. 
 

Christ came to redeem us and save us from sin’s penalty, power, and presence. 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pg. 2 – IDOLATRY, things, God, Slavery, Deception 

Pg. 4 – Penalty, Power, Presence 
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MEMBERSHIP 101 CLASS 4 HOMEWORK  
 

 

NAME: ____________________________________________________ 

 

DATE: _____________________________________________________ 

 
 

1) WRITE OUT ONE SCRIPTURE THAT SHOWS THAT MAN WAS CREATED IN THE IMAGE OF GOD. 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________ 

 

2) EXPLAIN WHAT SIN IS FROM THE BIBLICAL STANDPOINT. 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________ 

 

3) LIST 4 CHARACTERISTICS OF THE UNSAVED FROM ROMANS 1:18-32. 

 

A) __________________________________ 

 

B) __________________________________ 

 

C) __________________________________ 

 

D) __________________________________ 
 

4)  IN WHAT WAYS ARE YOU TEMPTED AS ADAM AND EVE WERE TEMPTED? 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________ 

 

 

5) WHERE IN YOUR LIFE IS GOD CALLING YOU TO SPECIFIC REPENTANCE IN REGARD TO YOUR OWN SIN OR YOUR 

ATTITUDES TOWARD SIN? 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________
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_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________ 

 

6) HOW DO YOU RESPOND TO SIN IN YOUR OWN LIFE? 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________ 

 

7) HOW DO YOU RESPOND TO SIN IN OTHER PEOPLE’S LIVES? 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________ 

 


