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FINDING THE ROCK: MEMBERSHIP 101 

CLASS FOUR: GOD CREATES AND LOVES 

THE CREATION AND FALL OF MAN 

 

I.     WHAT YOU WILL LEARN IN THIS CLASS 

 

 Your view of God and man as His creation affects deeply the way you live life. 
 

 What does being created in the image and likeness of God mean? 
 

 What are the purposes for which man was created? 
 

 Men and women are created equal but have differing roles given by God. 
 

 What happened to the image of God in man after Adam sinned? 
 

 What is sin? 
 

 Understanding sin as idolatry is an important and useful concept. 
 

 How did the serpent lead Adam and Eve to sin? 
 

 What are the results of the fall of man? 
 

II. GOD CREATES AND LOVES:  WHY THE QUESTION OF HUMAN LIFE AND ITS ORIGIN IS IMPORTANT 
 

To believe in God and to be saved through faith in the work of Christ means that at some point you also have 

believed that God’s Word, the Bible, is true.  

 

If you believe the Word of God is true, then you must accept the fact that the Bible declares that God is the 

Creator and Sustainer of the universe. 

 

Man is therefore, as the Bible says, created by God and thus is different from God, his Creator, and the rest of 

creation. 

 

How we view the creation of man affects nearly every area of life – philosophically, historically, and 

sociologically. 
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It affects our understanding of man’s responsibility towards his Creator, the universe, and fellow man. 

 

How you view the creation of man affects your understanding of how you live and how you treat other people 

and life itself. 

 

Biblical truth shows us that not only is God our Creator, but that we are responsible to Him.  Biblical truth also 

declares that because God creates and loves His creation and calls it good, man is also to have a corresponding 

view of creation and fellow man. 

 

III.    WHAT DOES THE BIBLE SAY ABOUT MAN’S CREATION? 

 

We are created in the image and likeness of God – in general, the image and likeness of God could refer to the 

ability to think; make decisions; have dominion; live in society; communicate; express emotion, moral purity, 

etc.   

 

Others use similar language when they say that scripturally the image of God is shown in His ability to rule, 

relate, have intelligence; volition, morality and spirituality.  Learning about the characteristics of God, His 

communicable attributes, gives us an understanding of what the Bible indicates is God’s purpose for man. 

 

Man was created in God’s image and likeness – meaning he possesses qualities that are similar to God’s, and 

that he was created to represent God. 

 

Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule over the fish of the sea and 

the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth, and over all the creatures that move along the 

ground.”  Genesis 1:26 

 

So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them.  

Genesis 1:27 

 

This is the written account of Adam’s line.  When God created man, he made him in the likeness of God.  He 

created them male and female and blessed them.  And when they were created, he called them “man.”  

Genesis 5:1, 2 

 

Whoever sheds the blood of man, by man shall his blood be shed; for in the image of God has God made man.  

Genesis 9:6 

 

With the tongue we praise our Lord and Father, and with it we curse men, who have been made in God’s 

likeness.  James 3:9 
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Man is not identical to God, but carries His likeness and image in some aspects.   

 

For example, in Genesis 5:3, Adam became the father of a son in his own likeness and image, and named him 

Seth.   

 

Seth was not the same person as Adam, but was like him. 

 

Caution needs to be exercised in speaking of man being “in God’s image,” as if this were referring to God having 

the same physicality as man – a head, feet, arms, etc.  God is a Spirit and does not have a corporeal body.  He 

may choose to reveal Himself in a number of different ways – but the use of anthropomorphic language should 

not be taken literally, any more than God has a body of  “consuming fire” or “living water,” is dressed as a 

warrior, or is a light, a torch, a hen, a lamb, a temple, a tower, or a shadow. 

 

You saw no form of any kind the day the LORD spoke to you at Horeb out of the fire. Therefore watch 

yourselves very carefully, so that you do not become corrupt and make for yourselves an idol, an image of any 

shape, whether formed like a man or a woman, or like any animal on earth or any bird that flies in the air, or 

like any creature that moves along the ground or any fish in the waters below.  Deuteronomy 4:15   

  

In essence, man is created to “image” God - show forth God’s glory and to give God glory by bearing His 

characteristics and relating to His fellow man in ways that truly reflect the nature and character of God. 

 

In contrast to nature and animals, Adam and Eve were “formed” by God - Adam from the dust of the ground, 

and Eve from one of Adam’s ribs and God then breathed His breath or life into them. Then He blessed them and 

gave them dominion.  This indicates that man is different and apart from the rest of creation. 

Only man possesses the qualities that indicate he is more like God than all the rest of creation.  

It is important to distinguish God from His Creation.  God is “transcendent” – above and separate from creation. 

 

Current popular religious trends want to make God a part of the creation, or God is in everything, and that all 

religions lead to “God” – however you perceive Him to be. 

 

This is vastly different than the biblical Christian view. 

 

God made us for: 

 

1. _______________ to God.  (theological) 
 

2. Relationship to _______________ _______________.  (sociological) 
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3. Relationship to _______________.  (psychological) 
 

4. Relationship to _______________. (environmental) 
 

(above four points excerpted from: http://blog.marshillchurch.org/2008/04/20/image-god-loves/ 

Doctrine Series by Pastor Mark Driscoll) 

 

IV.      MAN IS CREATED AS MALE AND FEMALE 

   

This is the written account of Adam’s line.  When God created man, he made him in the likeness of God.  He 

created them male and female and blessed them.  And when they were created, he called them “man.”  

Genesis 5:1, 2 

 

Both man and woman, created together, are accorded the same status before God.  They are equal.   Both male 

and female are blessed by God.  Both male and female bear the image of God.  Man and woman are of 

_______________ importance and _______________ before God.  

 

Man and woman display the image of God in the marriage relationship – they reflect the Trinity in some aspects 

– as a plurality of persons in unity as one.  God even uses the term “Us” when He made man – “Let US make 

man in our image” – Genesis 1:26. Man and woman display the image of God in the Trinity as well by the ability 

to procreate – born out of their love for each other. 

 

John 17:5, 24 indicates that there is love, communication, fellowship, sharing of glory, and giving of honor 

between the Father and the Son.  

 

A true, godly _______________ relationship correctly shows the image of God. 

 

There is a _______________ in the _______________ of men and women, just as there are different roles 

displayed by the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 

 

Biblically, the “first” of anything has a different role than the rest.  For example, the “firstborn” had a right and 

privilege to the inheritance from his father that the other children did not have.  (Genesis 25:27-34; 35:23; 

38:27-30) 

 

Adam was created first. 

Paul uses this concept in 1 Timothy 2:13 to restrict certain roles in the church to men. Also, God spoke to Adam 

first after the fall; Adam represented all of the human race in the sin of the fall, not Eve. 

http://blog.marshillchurch.org/2008/04/20/image-god-loves/
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Eve was created as a _______________ fit for Adam: 

The LORD God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone.  I will make a helper suitable for him.” Genesis 

2:18  

 

The fall brought about a _______________ and pain to the roles of man and woman: 

 

It will produce thorns and thistles for you, and you will eat the plants of the field. By the sweat of your brow you 

will eat your food until you return to the ground, since from it you were taken; for dust you are and to dust you 

will return.”  Genesis 3:18, 19 

 

Eve would bring forth children in pain: 

 

To the woman he said, “I will greatly increase your pains in childbearing; with pain you will give birth to 

children. Your desire will be for your husband, and he will rule over you.”   

Genesis 3:16 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pg. 4 – Relationship, one another 

Pg. 5 – ourselves, creation, equal, value, marriage, difference, roles 

Pg. 6 – helper, distortion 

 


